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Applicant(s) 
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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 

P TsHORT?NED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _J MONTH(S) FROM 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- if the £ iSy specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory min.mum of thirty (30) days will 

. | f K S Sl?iIS?8 specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

F« S™thin the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 ^§133). 
I Any replj Sd by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 
Status 

1 ) □ Responsive to communication(s) filed on „ ■ 



2a) □ This action is FINAL 2b) B This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qu9*»35 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

_ . , x A _ is/are pending in the applica 

4) S Claim(s) 1-5 . 

. . , x is/are withdrawn from considers 

4a) Of the above, claim(s) — 

_ is/are allowed. 

5) U Claim(s)_ . ■ 

is/are rejected. 

6) 53 Claimfs) 1-5 . 

is/are objected to. 

7) D Claim(s) _ . ■ ■ 

^ are subject to restriction and/or election requirem 

8) D Claims _ ■ 

Application Papers 

9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) □ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: aP approved ^disapproved. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C § 119 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C § 119(a)-(d). 
a)D All b) □ Some* c) DMone of: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ ■ 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C § 119(e). 
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r-, , „ , . /DTn BQ ~ 18) □ interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

15) \_J Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 
. — i „ , D • /DTf^ Q4fi\ iq\ n Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO- 152) 

16) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) ™) LJ u 

17) □ information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 20) □ Other: 
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Part of Paper No. 5 



Serial No. 09/581,549 -2- 
Art Unit 1656 

1. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claims 1-5 are indefinite in the recitation "disintegrant." The term "disintegrant" is not art 
recognized. The claims recite no structural limitations on disintegrant other than its melting 
temperature and water solubility. It is unclear whether "disintegrant" is merely a means limitation 
and the claims are meant to read on any compound having the claimed melting temperature and 
water solubility or if the claims are meant to be limited to a specific class of compounds by the 
word "disintegrant." 



2. Papers relating to this application may be submitted to Technology Center 1600 by 
facsimile transmission. The faxing of such papers must conform with the notice published in the 
Official Gazette, 1096 OG 30 (November 15, 1989). The Technology Center 1600 Fax numbers 
are (703) 305-3014 and 308-4242. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Scott Houtteman whose telephone number is (703) 308-3885. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday from 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. The examiner 
can also be reached on alternate Mondays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
W. Gary Jones, can be reached at (703) 308-1 152. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Technology Center receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 
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